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SUBJECT: TELEVISING OF ISRAELI TRAINING CREWS 

FOR ATHERTON FROM SAUNDERS 

1. AS YOU KNOW, CBS AND NBC TODAY ASKED DEFENSE 
FOR PERMISSION TO FILM ISRAELIS TRAINING ON LANCE 
MISSILE. DEFENSE PUBLIC AFFAIRS OFFICE TOLD NETWORKS 
THAT NO SUCH PERMISSION CAN BE GIVEN WITHOUT APPROVAL 
OF FOREIGN GOVERNMENT INVOLVED. HOWEVER. DEFENSE 
APPARENTLY DID LEAVE IMPRESSION WITH NETWORK REPRE- 
SENTATIVES THAT IF GOI AGREES, DOD ALSO WOULD APPROVE. 
NETWORKS THEN CONTACTED ISRAELIS HERE WHO WERE NON- 
COMMITTAL AND WHO THEN ASKED DOD/ISA FOR ITS VIEWS. 
GENERAL SUMNER HAD WORD PASSED TO ISRAELI GENERAL 
BARAKET THAT WE WOULD VERY MUCH PREFER THAT ISRAELIS 
HELP US KEEP THIS PROGRAM OUT OF LIMELIGHT BY NOT 
AGREEING TO NETWORK REQUEST. SUBSEQUENTLY, I DISCUSSED 
THIS IN LOW KEY WITH SHALEV WHO AGREED THAT PUBLICITY 
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OF EITHER ISRAEL OR U.S. 

2. NETWORKS THEN CLAIMED TO DEFENSE THAT ISRAEL 
WOULD AGREE IF DEFENSE WOULD DO SO. SUSPECTING 
NETWORK SQUEEZE PLAY, ISA OFFICER CHECKED WITH 


ISRAELI MILITARY ATTACHE’S OFFICE AND WAS TOLD THAT 
ISRAELI REPLY TO NETWORKS WAS THAT QUESTION MUST BE 
PUT TO JERUSALEM. WHEN I TALKED WITH SHALEV AT THE 
END OF THE DAY, HE CONFIRMED IT IS THE ISRAELI 
DESIRE TO KEEP THIS LOW-KEY BUT HE INDICATED THAT 
THEIR POSITION WITH THE NETWORKS WILL PROBABLY BE 
THAT IT IS NOT WITHIN THEIR AUTHORITY TO SAY WHO 
HAS ACCESS TO A U.S. MILITARY INSTALLATION. 

3. FROM EAGLEBURGER: THIS WAS HANDED TO ME FOR CLEARANCE 
AT THE SAME TIME I RECEIVED SISCO'S TELEGRAM TO ME ON THIS 
SUBJECT. I WILL REPORT ON MY CONVERSATION WITH SHALEV AND 
SCOWCROFT ON THIS SUBJECT BY SEPTEL BUT YOU SHOULD NOT 
TAKE THE ABOVE FROM SAUNDERS AS FINAL. INGERSOLL 
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